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Moses & Peter as Boys – T. Pollitt Deposition 
On 12 July 1773 depositions were taken on behalf of William Brereton 
with regard to the bounds of a tract of land called Brereton’s Chance. 
The purpose of the deposition was to determine, if possible, the 
location of the second bounder of that tract of land. In the deposition 
taken from one Thomas Pollitt he discusses information he received 
from Moses Gordy about an experience from the childhood of his 
bother Peter and himself. That deposition and its transcription are 
included, the other depositions and supporting information 
concerning the case are not included here. They are available from 
the Edward H. Nabb Research Center for Delmarva History and 
Culture, Salisbury University in Salisbury Maryland.  

The original of this document is recorded in the Somerset 
County Maryland Court Records in Liber March 1772 to March 1774, 
folio 205 – 206.   
This copy was made from microfilm roll indexed as CR50, 302 
housed at the Edward H. Nabb Research Center for Delmarva 
History and Culture, Salisbury University in Salisbury Maryland. 
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Typed transcription by Eileen Gordy 
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The Deposition of Thomas Pollitt aged fifty four years or so upwards being sworn in the 
holy Evangalist of Almighty God doposeth & saith that about seven or eight years or 
thereabouts he was passing by the Tree mentioned in Joseph Gilliss & Thomas Gilliss’s 
deposition he saw Capt John Adams & a Certain Moses Gordy standing by the aforesaid 
Tree and the aforesaid Adams Asked him if he ever saw this Tree before upon which this 
doposent said that he did not know but he might but not to know it from any Other Tree 
upon which said Adams asked this doposent to stay to hear what the aforesaid Moses 
Gordy had to say with regard to this aforesaid Tree for he the said Adams had sent for 
Clement Christopher & his Sons & George Bayly & his Sons to hear what said Gordy 
could say as to the aforesaid Tree and this doposent further saith that after the aforesaid 
persons came the said Gordy proceeded to tell this doposent & the rest of the Company 
that he the said Gordy when he was a Boy & his Brother Peter Gordy used to go to visit 
Owen Odaws Sons & the said Odaws Sons used to go with him and his Brother part of 
the way home to wit as far as to a Valley near to the aforesaid Tree & that the said Odaws 
sons told him that the aforesaid tree was Second Bounder of one of the tracts of  land that 
belonged to a Certain William Brereton  but whether the said Gordy said it was a 
Bounder of a Tract Called Smiths Adventure, Breretons Chance or Miles End he doth not 
remember but this he remembers that Miles End was mentioned & this doposent further 
saith that he Asked the said Gordy how old the said Odaws Sons were when he received 
his information from them upon which the said Gordy said that they were about the size 
of one that this doposent supposes to be about twelve years old & further this doposent 
saith not. 
                                                                                                     Thomas Pollitt 
                                                                                                     (signed his name) 
 
This deposition was taken and signed by Thomas Holbrook and Joseph Collman. 




